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STUDY IN AUSTRALIA 

Studying abroad has now become very popular for Irish students it gives a great opportunity to combine studying and the experience of living in a new country and culture. Australia traditionally a gap year destination is increasingly becoming a place for study and it readily welcomes international students

General

· Before you can start a course of study in Australia you must obtain a student visa (link to visa section). .  Irish nationals are able to apply for the student visas online on: http://www.immi.gov.au/e_visa/students_info_offshore.htm
· The Australian higher education system is very similar to the Irish one based on lectures and tutorials and  All Australian degrees are internationally recognised  

· There is a wide variety of subjects and locations available for international students. Postgraduate qualifications are broadly similar to those in Ireland.  

· It is important to apply for your course well in advance of enrolment for many courses deadlines are around four months before the start of the course so start your research well before this.

· The Graduate Careers Australia website (www.gradlink.edu.au) has information on postgraduate study in Australia including profiles on the type of courses available in a range of degree disciplines.  

· You can search for courses or particular institutions including entry requirements using Hobsons Guides - Australia (www.thegoodguides.com.au/).
· For more information on studying in Australia, check out the Australian Universities website http://www.australian-universities.com/ and Study in Australia website  www.studyinaustralia.gov.au.
· Study Options www.studyoptions.com  is a useful free advice and guidance service for Irish and UK students looking to apply to study in Australia

Costs

· International students are charged up-front tuition fees in Australia. A guide can be found at http://studyinaustralia.gov.au/Sia/en/StudyCosts/TuitionFees.  

· Generally postgraduate certificates and diplomas range from A$9000-14,000.  

· Some institutions make an additional charge to cover other student costs - these may include student organisation membership, library and laboratory costs and sports facility costs. 

· You may also have to pay a specific charge for excursions, books, stationery and other essential material for some courses. 

Scholarships Available To Overseas Students
· The majority of international students in Australia are full-fee paying students. 
· There is great competition for the international student scholarships offered by the Australian Government, education institutions and a number of other organisations. Scholarships offered cover various educational sectors including vocational and technical education, student exchanges, undergraduate and postgraduate study and research.  
· Information on scholarships can be found on the Study in Australia websiste www.studyinaustralia.gov.au  and  www.australianscholarships.gov.au/.  
· Details of postgraduate scholarships can be found on the Joint academic scholarship on-line network (JASON) website http://www.jason.edu.au/.

· The website of the Department of Education, Science and Training  www.dest.gov.au/International/Awards/endeavour.htm has information about the annual Endeavour International Postgraduate Research Scholarships (IPRS) scheme, which is open to anyone wishing to undertake a postgraduate research qualification in Australia.

Accommodation options and costs

· Before you go to Australia, you must show that you have enough money to pay for living expenses, education costs and travel for the duration of your study. 

· Most students take part-time or casual jobs at some time during their studies. 

· If work is available you will need to obtain a tax file number from the Australian Tax Office. You must contact them about their requirements and processes.

· Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) is compulsory and you will not be able to apply for your student visa until you have purchased a policy recommended by your host university. For more information on (OSHC) please visit. http://www.medibank.com.au
Explore the many options for accommodation in Australia. You can choose from a variety of high standard student accommodation available to suit different budgets and needs. 

· Institutions provide students with help in finding accommodation and understanding lease and tenancy conditions. Temporary accommodation can be arranged before you leave home allowing you time on arrival to consider where and how you would like to be accommodated in the longer term. 

· Student notice boards and newspapers often advertise rooms, apartments and houses for rent.

· Further advice is available from your prospective institution.


