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VISAS

All visitors to Australia need a passport and a visa. 

· There is no visa office in the Dublin Embassy and responsibility for visa services for Irish people lies with the Australian High Commission in London www.australia.org.uk/.  However, applications and initial enquiries may also be made through the local service provider Tel: Visa Australia 01 6795452.

· There are several different types of visa depending on the reason for visiting.

· A useful starting point is the Australian embassy in Dublin web site  www.australianembassy.ie
Student Visas

· If you wish to undertake a course of study in Australia lasting for more than 3 months, you will need to apply for a student visa.

· Once you have a student visa and have started your course you can apply for permission to work.  

· Generally, students are limited to 20 hours' work per week when the student's course of study is in session and full-time during vacation periods.  

· To obtain a visa to study in Australia you must be fully enrolled in an Australian institution and receive a “Confirmation of Enrolment (COE)”.  These forms are issued by the Australian institution you will be attending and are usually issued after tuition fees have been received.  Irish nationals are able to apply for the student visas online on: http://www.immi.gov.au/e_visa/students_info_offshore.htm.

Working Holiday Visas

· Most graduates visit Australia on a 12 month Working Holiday Visa which allows you to work either full-time or part-time for as much of the year that you want.

· From July 1, 2006 you can’t work for the same employer for more than 6 months.

· From July 1, 2006 Working Holiday Visa holders who are working in several primary industries, including fishing, shearing and forestry, will be eligible to apply for a second working holidaymaker visa, thus extending their trip from 12 to 24 months. 

Immigration Visas

· If you are considering living and working in Australia on a more permanent basis, you can apply to immigrate to Australia through the Australian General Skilled Migration Program. The program is designed to meet current skills shortages in Australia by attracting skilled migrants who can make an immediate contribution to the Australian economy. 

· The Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs http://www.immi.gov.au  website has the latest, detailed information about visas. 


