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WORKING IN AUSTRALIA

Despite the thousands of kilometres that separate Australia from Ireland Australia's strong economic performance over the last decade makes it a major destination for Irish graduates seeking temporary employment. 

· The majority of Irish students or graduates initially visit Australia on a student or working holiday visa (link to visa section).  And Australia has a holiday working visa designed specifically for this purpose making it relatively easy to find some temporary employment.

Types of temp work

· Some jobs are closely tied to particular courses of study.  Some students tutor school children or get jobs on campus. 

· The main areas of employment are hospitality and catering, sales retail, labouring and fruit picking. Fruit picking is traditionally a boom area for casual employment and a good way for overseas workers to see a side of life outside the cities.

· For work with employers on a less casual basis it is advisable to identify suitable employers and contact them directly.

· It may be possible for an Irish graduate working for an international company to work at the Australian 'branch' for some period of time. 

· For lists of Australian companies have a look at Wikipedia - List of Australian Companies  and Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry www.acci.asn.au 

· To find Irish companies with interests in Australia or Australian companies with interests in Ireland see Enterprise Ireland  www.enterprise-ireland.com and the Irish Australian Chamber of Commerce at www.irlaust.com/.  
· Participating in an international internship will give you the option of combining your particular area of  study with practical, career-related experience. To apply for internships in Australia you can either contact companies directly or avail of the various  organisations who can fully or part arrange  placements within companies 

      Intern Abroad http://www.internships.com.au/
      Internship Australia http://www.study-travel-work-australia.com/
     Study Option is a free advice & guidance service for Irish Students looking to do an      

      internship in Australia  www.studyoptions.com 

      Post-Grad Work Experience Abroad with Enterprise Ireland

       www.enterprise-ireland.com 

     Technical and commercial students can apply to the International Association for the 

     Exchange of Students for Technical Experience(IAESTE) for internships in those

     areas www.iaeste.org iaste@leargas.ie
How to find a job

· While most graduates do not start their job search until they have arrived in Australia it is advisable to do some preparation before leaving. 

· Familiarise yourself with the relevant websites and other vacancy sources in general, Australian newspapers, (link to newspaper websites listed below) recruitment agencies (link to recruitment agencies listed below) are good sources of job opportunities. There are also specific websites aimed at graduates including the Graduate Careers Australia web site www.graduateecareer.com.au/. And also look at  careers office in the local universities and colleges as they can have lists of jobs specifically aimed at graduates.  http://www.australian-universities.com/
· If you know of a particular company or organisation you would like to work for, you can contact that employer directly.  

· Many jobs are found through using contacts, friends and relatives as many employers find new workers through people they already know. 

· Some organisations run special schemes to help people find short-term work. These generally offer a full package helping with visa, transfers from the airport, accommodation for the first few nights, an orientation programme and help with finding work.  These schemes do charge but often provide people with an instant network of fellow visitors/travellers. Examples of these schemes include:  USIT www.usit.ie  IST Plus  www.istplus.com  BUNAC www.bunac.org  and the ISPC - International Student Placement Centre. www.ispc.com.au   

· Using local employment agencies can also be a useful means of getting a job. Australian Workplace - useful government portal linking to other job vacancy sites; provides access to online services and information. The site covers employment information, government assistance, jobs, careers, training, working conditions, and volunteering opportunities.

      Australian Yellow Pages employer directory organised by state and/or city; Private   

      employment agencies are listed in the Yellow Pages www.yellowpages.com.au 

      telephone directory - look under 'Employment Services' and 'Employment - Labour 

      Hire Contractors'.  Many of these agencies have websites which advertise vacancies. 

      Here are some examples:

· Byron Employment - job listing service with an e-mail alert service for candidates plus a searchable database of recruitment agencies.

· Careerone - large job site.

· Graduate Careers Australia www.graduatecareers.com.au - graduate careers and recruitment in Australia plus links to employer and careers service sites. 

· Graduate Opportunities in Australia and New Zealand  - vacancies for graduates and links to major employers.

· Jobnet Australia - specialises in the IT/computer industry. 

· JobSearch - national vacancy database, searchable by region, with section on graduate jobs; 

· mycareer.com.au - links to jobs advertised in the Australian newspapers.
· Positions VACANT - an online recruitment service for job seekers throughout Australia.

· The Recruitment & Consulting Services Association Ltd. (RCSA) - professional body for the employment services industry - searchable list of accredited recruitment companies.

· www.worldwideworkers.com backpacker agency site

· www.backpackersworld.com.au  backpacker agency site

· www.jobaroo.com  job opportunities for students, graduates and travellers in Australia across industries such as medical/nursing, engineering, architecture, teaching, town planning, interior design, agriculture, farm work and fruit picking, and more. The site also has useful information about what it's like to work in these different industries in Australia and other useful information.
Many vacancies are advertised in the Positions Vacant part of the Classifieds section of newspapers (especially on Saturdays and Wednesdays).  For example: TheAge www.theage.com.au(Melbourne);  The Courier-Mail www.couriermail.news.com.au (Brisbane); Sydney Morning Herald.  For other newspapers online consult Australian Newspapers Online www.nla.gov.au/npapers/ from the National Library of Australia.

How to apply for a job

When you find a job vacancy that is suitable, your application will usually require: covering letter and CV (called résumé in Australia) with details of qualifications and references.  In terms of content and layout an Australian résumé and covering letter is similar to its Irish equivalent. Your application should focus on the job you are applying for and should be concentrated on your achievements.  It should also emphasise your competencies (skills) and contain information on qualifications and work experience.  For help with writing job applications and interview techniques in Australia see Job Applications  www.workplace.gov.au/workplace/and Australian JobSearch 

www.jobsearch.gov.au     

Apply for a tax file number

To receive an income in Australia, you need a Tax File Number (TFN).  You can apply for a TFN online see:

Online tax file number registration system for permanent migrants and individuals visiting Australia  www.ato.gov.au   

Open a bank account

In Australia, most income including salary or wages and government benefits are paid directly into a bank account. You should open a bank account within six weeks of your arrival, as you usually need only your passport as identification. After six weeks you will need extra identification to open an account. 


