                          Information sheet on Studying in the USA
Graduate Record Examination or GRE is a commercially-run standardized test that is an admissions requirement for many graduate schools  in the United States . Created and administered by Educational Testing Service (or ETS), the exam is primarily focused on testing abstract thinking skills in the areas of math, vocabulary, and analytical writing. The GRE is typically a computer-based exam that is administered by select qualified testing centers.

In the graduate school admissions process, the level of emphasis that is placed upon GRE scores varies widely between schools and even departments within schools. The importance of a GRE score can range from being an important selection factor to being a mere admission formality.
www.greguide.com- a guide to GRE test
The GMAT (Graduate Management Admission Test) is Used by graduate schools of business to assess the qualifications of applicants to graduate management programmes.
Information about registering for the GMAT is available at: http://www.gmat.org/gmatregstr_frames.html
A graduate school or ("grad school") is a school that awards advanced degrees, such as doctoral degrees with the general requirement that students must have earned a previous undergraduate (bachelor's) degree. Many universities award graduate degrees; a graduate school is not necessarily a separate institution. Original research experience is often a significant component of graduate studies, including the writing and defense of a thesis or dissertation.  Additionally, in North America, the term does not usually refer to medical school (whose students are called "medical students"), and only occasionally refers to law school or business school (the latter types of programs are often collectively termed "professional schools.")

Those attending graduate schools are called graduate students, or in British English postgraduate students, or, colloquially, postgrads. Degrees awarded by graduate schools include, master's degrees, doctoral degrees, and other postgraduate qualifications such as graduate certificates and professional degrees.

Although graduate school programs are distinct experiences from undergraduate degree programs, graduate instruction (in Australia, the United States, and other countries) is often offered by some of the same senior academic staff and departments that teach undergraduate courses. Unlike in undergraduate programs, however, it is rare for graduate students to take coursework outside their specific field of study at graduate/Graduate Entry level. At the Ph.D. level, though, it is quite common to take courses from a wider range of study, for which some fixed portion of coursework, sometimes known as a residency, is typically required to be taken from outside the department and college of the degree-seeking candidate, to broaden the research abilities of the student. 

Admission
Admission to graduate school usually requires a bachelor's degree. High grades in one's field of study are important — grades outside the field less so. Standardized test (e.g., Graduate Record Examination (GRE), Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT), Medical College Admission Test (MCAT), Graduate Record Examination (GRE) Subject Test, Law School Admission Test (LSAT)) scores may be required by some institutions [2]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graduate_school" \l "cite_note-AboutAdmissions101-2#cite_note-AboutAdmissions101-2" \o "" [3] and, especially, good letters of recommendation from undergraduate instructors are often essential.  Strong recommendation letters from mentors or supervisors of undergraduate research experience provide evidence that the applicant can perform research.
Within the sciences and some social sciences, previous research experience may be important; Within most humanities disciplines, an example of academic writing normally suffices. Many universities require a personal statement (sometimes called Statement of Purpose or Letter of Intent), which may include indications of the intended area(s) of research; how detailed this statement is or whether it is possible to change one's focus of research depends strongly on the discipline and department to which the student is applying.

In some disciplines or universities, graduate applicants may find it best to have at least one recommendation from research work outside of the college where they earned their Bachelor's degree;[citation needed] however, as with previous research experience, this may not be very important in most humanities disciplines.

Some schools set minimum GPAs and test scores below which they will not accept any applicants; this reduces the time spent reviewing applications. On the other hand, many other institutions often explicitly state that they do not use any sort of cut-offs in terms of GPA or the GRE scores. Instead, they claim to consider many factors, including past research achievements, the compatibility between the applicant's research interest and that of the faculty, the statement of purpose and the letters of reference, as stated above. Some programs also require professors to act as sponsors. 
At most institutions, decisions regarding admission are not made by the institution itself but the department to which the student is applying. Some departments may require interviews before making the decision to accept an applicant
For information on full degree postgraduate programs see:

http://www.petersons.com/graduate/ 
http://www.usjournal.com/

http://www.utexas.edu/world/univ/state/

http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/grad/

www.studyusa.com- provides a list of graduate schools and the discipline areas available 
Talk in UCC tonite- 15thOCT on Postgrad study in USA 5-6pm Boole Theatre 5

Sources:wikiedia.org and www.qualifax.ie/overseas education
The Careers & Counselling service bear no responsibility for the accuracy of the information provided above as it may be subject to change. All information should be checked and confirmed at source.
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