
Primary Teacher Training in Ireland -Post Graduate Entry 2009

The Graduate Diploma in Education is a full time course on offer in the following Colleges of Education for the purpose of enabling third level graduates to qualify as Primary School Teachers:
Where to study in Ireland 
Mary Immaculate College of Education, Limerick

http://www.mic.ul.ie/education/gdept.htm
St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra



http://www.spd.dcu.ie/main/index.shtml
Froebel College, Blackrock



http://www.froebel.ie/ 

Colaiste Mhuire Marino




http://www.marinocollege.ie
The Church of Ireland College of Education


http://www.cice.ie
Hibernia College (Online Programme)

http://www.hiberniacollege.net/SchoolofEducation/HDAPE/tabid/63/Default.aspx
Application Procedure

Application forms are available from each of the colleges listed above. Applicants should note that there are TWO centres for applications – Dublin and Limerick. Applications should be made to ONE centre only i.e. Dublin or Limerick. 

The closing date for 2009 applications this year was 13th November 2008. 
Conditions of Eligibility

Applicants must have the following academic qualifications

(A)
An Honours Bachelor Degree (Level 8) or a qualification at level 9 or 10 on the National Framework of Qualifications 

AND

(B) One of the following sets of second level qualifications:

(i)
Leaving Certificate Examination - a grade C3 or above in Higher Level Irish; a grade D or above in Mathematics (Ordinary or Higher Level); ad a grade C3 or above in English (Ordinary Level) or a grade D3 or above in English (Higher Level)
If you don’t have the required grade in Irish you can do a 2 year (part time) diploma in Irish called Diploma na Gaelige (National University of  Ireland Maynooth – NUIM)) or Diploma in Arts-Applied Irish (University College Cork). There is also a course in National University of  Ireland Galway (NUIG). Be sure to check that the college where you hope to study your teaching degree accepts the diploma that you are undertaking , i.e. - does Mary Immaculate accept the Diploma in Arts- Applied Irish from UCC or NUIM or NUIG or all?

This diploma will suffice for entry to Primary teaching if you do not have a HC3 in Irish from the Leaving Certificate (This information is courtesy of The Teaching Council www.teachingcouncil.ie and Admissions Office in Mary Immaculate College of Education in Limerick and is correct as of  March 2009).
Selection Procedure

Eligible applicants will be required to undergo an Interview and an Oral Irish test.  Applicants who fail will be eliminated. 

Qualified applicants will be placed in order of merit as determined by results of the Interview and Oral Irish test. Where two or more applicants obtain the same points total, their placement on the order of merit will be determined by random selection. 
The purpose of the interview is to ascertain the suitability of the applicant for participation in a primary teacher education course. Part of the interview may be conducted in Irish.

Proficiency in Irish

All student teachers in Colleges of Education are required to attend a 3 week course in the Gaeltacht at the end of their first year. This is compulsory.
Further information regarding the course is available from the applicant’s college of choice.
Please note: Every effort is made to ensure details are correct at time of going to print. Please check all details at source before making decisions/applications


