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VISAS
The New Zealand Immigration Service www.immigration.govt.nz has extensive information on visas for working holidays, skilled migrants, temporary work and student visas work to residence programmes.

TEMPORARY WORKING VISA
The Working Holiday Visa allows Irish citizens to work and travel around New Zealand for up to a year. There is a limit of 2800 New Zealand visas available to Irish citizens and you must be in Ireland at the time of application The scheme runs from 1 July each year. To be eligible you must:

· have a passport from the Republic of Ireland that is valid for at least three months after your planned departure from New Zealand; 

· be at least 18 and not more than 30 years old; 

· not bring children with you; 

· hold a return ticket or sufficient funds to purchase such a ticket; 

· have a minimum of NZ$4,200 available funds; 

· meet certain health and character requirements; 

· Not have been approved a visa permit under a Working Holiday Scheme before. 

Applications under this Working Holiday Scheme can be made online www.immigration.govt.nz
There are also a variety of third party organisations which will help you get a working holiday visa these include:

www.bunac.com 

www.usit.ie
STUDY

If you are going to New Zealand to study for a course lasting longer than three months you will need to apply for a student visa. It states the date your permit will expire, the institution at which you are permitted to study and any other conditions of your permit. A student visa entitles you to be in the country for as long as your course lasts, and usually allows some time for travelling around. If your course is longer than a year, you will also be eligible to apply to work part-time - 20 hours a week. In order to apply for a student visa, you will need an offer of study from your chosen institution.

SKILLED MIGRANT
New Zealand is looking for people with the skills, qualifications and experience to help the country grow and innovate. If you are suitably qualified and experienced, this option allows you the opportunity to move to New Zealand to work and live permanently. It is advisable to check the New Zealand Immigration Service website for the latest information on skill shortages.

http://www.immigration.govt.nz/migrant/stream/work/workandlivepermanently/

WORK TO RESIDENCE
If you work in a highly specialised or ‘in demand’ field or have an exceptional talent in sport, culture or the arts, this entry option could be for you. More details are available from the New Zealand Immigration Service www.immigration.govt.nz.

