
Fact Sheet – Postgraduate Teacher Training (Primary) In UK

Apply through the GTTR (Graduate Teacher Training Registry) for all colleges except University of Paisley 
Search for course in UK

www.gttr.ack.uk (click on course search and search)

Age ranges:
select PRIMARY

Subject:
select PRIMARY

Closing date for entry 2009 was 1st December 2008. Students are advised to apply from mid-September onwards as selection procedures are conducted in advance of the deadline in many institutions. Late applications can be sent up to June 30th 2009 but priority is given to applications sent by December 1st deadline.  
Entry Requirements UK

Degree – preferably in subjects related to National Primary Curriculum

Ordinary Level C in English and Mathematics at Leaving Certificate

Leaving Certificate - Ordinary Level C in a Science Subject (if born after 1st September 1979). A qualification of an equivalent level, which includes sufficient science content is also acceptable.

Equivalence Tests

Colleges offering Teacher Training courses are called Initial Teacher Training (ITT) providers. Some ITT providers may offer you an equivalence test if you do not meet the minimum requirements for example in Science. ITT Providers decide who is eligible for these tests. If you are seeking admission on the basis of equivalence tests, you must find out if your chosen ITT providers will offer you these tests before you name them on your GTTR application

See www.tda.gov.uk (Under applying for teacher training, click on Basic Requirements)

Science Requirement

For those who do not have Science at Leaving Certificate level, the Open University Level 1 Science course S103 Discovering Science is often accepted as meeting the requirement for mathematics and science. Individual students must contact the admissions tutor of the ITT they intend to apply to in order to have their position on ‘alternative’ qualifications confirmed.

Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) Personal Statement
In your personal statement you will need to:

· Explain why you want to teach

· Outline experiences you have had in classroom/school settings

· Highlight relevant work experience

· Explain the relevance of your previous education 

Things to consider when drafting a personal statement include:

· Why you want to teach? 

· What has influenced you to pursue this course and career?

· Include any work that you have done in schools or with young people

· What have you learned from these experiences?

· What skills do you have? (Music, Sport, Drama, Art)

· What transferable skills have you gained that you feel are relevant to the role of a teacher? (e.g. Communication, Leadership, Organisational etc.)
PCGE Recognition in Ireland
All Primary School teachers trained outside Ireland must apply to the Department of Teaching Qualifications in Ireland, Irish Department of Education & Science (Primary Administration), Athlone, Co. Westmeath for recognition of their teaching qualifications.

You must submit the following:

· A transcript of PGCE results and certificate

· A detailed PGCE course description

· QTS (Qualified Teacher Status) form

· A birth certificate
Assessment usually takes 3 to 4 weeks once completed, PCGE graduates are granted provisional recognition as Qualified Teachers to teach in Ireland for up to 5 years.

All teachers trained outside of Ireland will undergo an in-school assessment by an Inspector from the Department of Education

All teachers trained outside of Ireland must pass the Scrúdú Cailiochta sa Gaeilge (SCG) within 5 years.  - or by doing an adaptation period. Go to www.into.ie  for further details or contact the SCG Office, Colaiste Mhuire, Marino Institute of Education Griffith Avenue, Dublin 9. Tel: 01 8535143 or Email: scginfo@mie.ie
Please note: Every effort is made to ensure details are correct at time of going to print. Please check all details at source before making decisions/applications


