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STUDYING IN THE USA

· Every year many Irish students choose to go to university or college overseas for both experience and education and the US offers an exciting, rewarding and comprehensive array of study options. The US is home to many top universities - Harvard University, Stanford University, MIT, and Berkley, are all world famous and welcome international students. There is also a wide range of large and small public and private universities and colleges - there are over 600 public and 1,600 private national higher-level educational institutions. 
· Education USA  www.educationusa.state.gov is the educational information and resources branch, of the U.S. Department of State. It has is a global network of advice and information centres worldwide. In Ireland the American Embassy in Dublin http://dublin.usembassy.gov under the auspices of the Education USA program provides support to a network of Educational Advising Centres in Ireland. These centres provide information and advice to those looking to study in the US.

VISAS

· Unless you hold an American passport you will need a student visa if you wish to study in the states - an F1 visa for academic students in colleges, universities, an M1 visa for students attending non-academic trade and vocational schools. There are many requirements when applying for a visa and it is very important to apply for your visa well in advance of your travel departure date.  The US embassy in Dublin will have all the specific applications instructions http://dublin.usembassy.gov/ .

· Remember you must show financial evidence that you will have sufficient funds to cover tuition and living expenses. 

· International student advisers on most U.S. campuses will know about changes in immigration and visa laws. It is a good idea to check in with them and ask about any problems or questions you may have.

CHOSING A COURSE AND COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY

· There are no official rankings of US universities colleges and universities. They operate with considerable autonomy and can vary widely in terms of worth and standard of qualification so it is worth taking time to research the various courses and institutions available. 
· US News & World Report http://www.usnews.com/usnews/home.htm  is a national news magazine which publishes a very popular annual rankings which may be of interest but should not be considered the ultimate guide.

· Many colleges and universities have dedicated international student offices, which can provide useful information before you make your decision, and provide you with assistance during your course. 
· There are many web sources which can help you identify potential colleges and and courses:

· Postgrad.ie  http://www.postgrad.ie/study_abroad/ - gives information from an  Irish point of view on the US postgraduate education system.
· ISEP [International Student Exchange Programme] www.isep.org - general information on studying in the US and on exchange programmes

· Peterson's Guide www.petersons.com - database where you can find postgraduate courses by choosing degree level, subject area and/or geographical location.

· F1 Study  www.F1study.com - list of universities by program/state.

· All About Grad Schools www.allaboutgradschools.com - a list of American graduate schools by subject 

· Gradschools www.gradschools.com -  guide to graduate schools by subject and region. 

· The Princeton Review www.princetonview.com - the rankings for over 350        colleges and universities based on student surveys. 
· Colleges and Universities by State www.host.cc.utexas.edu/world/univ/state.

· Internation Educational Service www.ies-ed.com. 
· Study USA www.studyusa.com - useful general guide on studying in the USA. 
· A2Z Colleges www.a2zcolleges.com - search for universities and courses by state, school type eg graduates schools etc.     
· Association of American Universities www.aau.edu/education/graduate.html - information on graduate education in the USA. 
· PHDs  www.phds.org - science maths and engineering resources.
· Gradsource www.gradsource.com - database of over 1,200 grad schools with detailed information on graduate programs. Includes test preparation.
· Fulbright Commission www.fulbright.co.uk/eas/studyus - covers all aspects of US study including test information, application deadlines, funding sources, writing application essays.
APPLICATIONS AND ADMISSIONS

· University admission in the USA is very competitive for international students and it can be difficult to secure a place on your preferred course. The admission process is also complex so it is advisable to start gathering information at least 18 months before enrolment. Application deadlines vary but international students should ensure their applications are in at least two to three months before the deadline to allow for any difficulties that may arise.

· While Irish qualifications are generally recognised it is important to contact each college or university to see how your grades are translated. The Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers www.aacrao.com are the official body for getting international qualifications accredited.

· Each school has its  own admission requirements generally a graduate school application would include:

· an application form; 

· the application fee;

· your university transcripts; 

· your test scores eg Graduate Record Examination (GRE) www.gre.org or Graduate Management Admissions Test (GMAT) www.gmat.org  these take place in Dublin City University but you must register with Thomson Prometric in the Netherlands www.prometric.com  Kaplan Online www.kaplan.com   run test preparations;

· an essay- some courses only require a paragraph or two about why you want to study while others require a number of essays where you are expected to write at length about your motivation to study, your strengths, weaknesses, achievements etc. The Fulbright Commission www.fulbright.ie  provides information on writing effective personal statements and application essays; 

· letters of recommendation;

· evidence of scholarship or other financial support.

 COSTS

Attending a college or university in the United States is very expensive. Costs across colleges and universities can vary greatly with tuition fees ranging anywhere from about $5,000 to $30,000 per year other costs to be factored in include: 

· Room and board - anything between $3,000 and $8,000 is reasonable. Living on campus with a room mate tends to be the most economical choice as off campus you  also have to look at the cost of furniture and the monthly bills. 
· Fees - most colleges and universities will also charge fees, such as student activity fees. They are usually a few hundred dollars per year. 

· Books and supplies - the cost could be anywhere between $500 and $1,500. 

· Medical insurance - health care is very good in the United States, but it is also very expensive. Even if your college or university does not require insurance, it is risky not to buy it. Your college may have a special insurance plan for you to join. If not, there are several special insurance programs for foreign students the foreign student office in your college should have information on these plans. Also check out   estudentinsurance.com  if you have Irish private health it may be possible to amend it to cover you during your stay in the US.
· Living expenses will obviously vary due to a number of factors including where and how you live.

WAYS TO FINANCE YOUR TRIP

SCHOLARSHIPS 

In general, it is not easy get an international student scholarship. There are numerous students seeking to take advantage of scholarships and the level of competition means that top grades are required. Useful websites with further information and advice about scholarships available for international students who want to study in the USA include:

· The Fulbright Commision  www.fulbright.ie. - for scholarships specifically aimed at  Irish students interested in postgraduate study and/or research in the US,. The Fulbright Commission builds links between Ireland and the US through educational exchange programmes and scholarships.
· The Conlisk Scholarship http://www.fairfield.edu/mba - provides full funding for a  Irish graduate to complete an MBA programme or Master of Science in Finance in Fairfield University.   
·  Bunac www.bunac.org/awards 
· International Scholarships  www.internationalscholarships.com 
· Students.gov www.students.gov  

· American Association of University Women www.aauw.org - international fellowships are awarded for full-time study or research to women who are not U.S. citizens or permanent residents. 

· IES USA   www.ies-ed.com offers two scholarships to students going to the United States to pursue an academic degree. 

· International Students Organization in America www.isoa.org 

· Study in the US www.studyusa.com 

· US Scholarships www.scholarships.com  
· ScholarshipExperts.com  www.scholarshipexperts.com
FINANCIAL AID FROM YOUR COLLEGE 

Every institution has its own resources and procedures for offering financial assistance. The main sources of aid that graduate students should be aware of are grants, fellowships and research and teaching assistantships. Assistantships usually require students to work (doing research or assisting with teaching duties) 10-20 hours per week.

There is a searchable list of U.S. schools awarding financial aid to international students:.InternationalStudent.com/schools_awarding_aid . There are also a number of sites which can help to identify alternative sources of funding, such as:

· Finaid  www.finaid.com Information on US scholarships, grants and assistantships. 

· The Foundation Center www.fdncenter.org  

· International Education Financial Aid www.iefa.org/public/
STUDENT LOANS

Private student  loans are also available to international students. Check out your local bank at home first as they may offer you a better deal. Otherwise the following sites may help:

· Internation Student Loans www.internationalstudentloan.com  

· Student loans www.usjournal.com/en/students/info/loans 

· College Aid Resource Centre  www.collegeaidresource.com - 

· Student Loan Consolidation Center www.studentloanconsolidator.com 

· Financial Aid  www.finaid.org  

· EduPASS www.edupass.org/finaid

