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Visas General Information

Although Irish citizens do not need a visa to visit the United States on business or leisure up to a period of 90 days, a visa is required by anyone who wants to work in the States. The Immigration and Nationality Act provides for a range of visas and the type of visa you must have relates to the purpose of your travel. It should be noted that the United States requires that all Irish passport holders must carry a machine-readable passport when travelling to the US. 

Non-Immigrant Visas

Student Visas

There are four different kinds of non-immigrant visas for educational purposes. 

· F-1 visa is for academic studies. An F-1 student cannot work off-campus (they may work on campus) at any time during the first year of study. US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) www.usis.gov   may grant permission for off-campus employment after that. Students may get to stay an extra 60 days at the end of their studies.

· M-1 visa is for non-academic or vocational studies. M-1 students may not work, except for temporary employment for practical training. If you get an M-1 visa you may stay an extra 30 days after the completion of your course.

·  J1 – Exchange Visitor Visa this is the most popular visa for Irish students. The J1 visa is for educational and cultural exchange programmes designated by the US Department of State. J-1 visas are issued to individuals who take part in a wide range of a exchange visitor programs sponsored by schools, businesses, and a variety of organizations and institutions.  In addition, there are several exchange visitor programs including summer employment programs, internship programs for university students, and au-pair programs. In Ireland, USIT www.usit.ie  oversees the J-1 visa program for students. You may be eligible for this if you are a full-time student in a recognized third level college studying for a degree or higher national diploma of at least two years duration; you are returning to college in the autumn; if you are a final year student but you must have  proof that you intend to return to Ireland in the autumn e.g. post-graduate study or employment.  Participants in the J-1 exchange visitor programme must have sufficient funds to cover all expenses, or funds must be provided by the sponsoring organization in the form of a scholarship.

· Q visa is for international cultural exchange programmes designated by the US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) see www.uscis.gov. The Q international cultural exchange programme allows for paid employment as part of the programme.

Contact the Fulbright Commission Educational Advisory Service www.fulbright.ie 
for information about studying at colleges and universities in the United States.

Other Non Immigrant -Temp workers.

There are several other categories of non-immigrant visas for people wishing to work temporarily in the United States. They include temporary work permits under the H, L, O, and P categories.

Temporary Work Visa (H)
· This is  required if you have  a prearranged professional or highly skilled job for a temporary period, or are going to  fill a temporary position for which there is a shortage of U.S. workers, or receive training from an employer. The employment or training must be approved in advance by the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) www.uscis.gov  on the basis of an application filed by the prospective employer.

Temporary Work Visa (L)

· This is required by an individual who is being transferred by a current employer to a specific executive or technical job with the same firm, or subsidiary in the United States. The employment must be approved in advance by the USCIS. 
Temporary Work Visa (O)

· This is  required for individuals who have extraordinary ability in the sciences, arts, education, business,  athletics, or film and television.

Temporary Work Visa (P)

· This classification applies to individual or team athletes, or members of an entertainment group that are internationally recognized. 

Immigrant Visas

An immigrant visa is required of anyone who wishes to enter the United States to live there permanently. It is extremely difficult to get an immigrant visa or 'green card' In general there are three ways to obtain an immigrant visa:

· Sponsorship by immediate family member: If you have a U.S. citizen parent, spouse, adult child or brother or sister, or if your parent or spouse holds a resident alien card, they can sponsor you for an immigrant visa.

· Sponsorship by prospective employer: A prospective employer may also sponsor you for a visa. The employer will have to show that you have recognized exceptional abilities or professional qualifications which are needed in the US see www.uscis.gov 

· Winning the ‘green card’ lottery: The United States currently issues 55,000 immigrant visas per year under the Diversity Immigrant Visa Program.to persons worldwide under a lottery system. Persons who wish to apply through the lottery program must enter online www.travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants 

Applications for all visas should sent to the US Embassy http://dublin.usembassy.gov/ireland/consular.html Applicants are advised not to make non-refundable travel arrangements until after the visa had been approved. A visa entitles the holder to travel to the United States and apply for admission; it does not guarantee entry. An immigration inspector at the port of entry decides the eligibility for admission. 
Further information on visas can be obtained through the following websites:

· American Immigration Centre www.us-immigration.com
· Immigration.com www.immigration.com
· International Student Immigration www.wave.net/upg/immigration/students 

· US State Department Visa Information www.travel.state.gov/visa

